
STANDARD   VIII   -               HISTORY  & CIVICS        -  NOTES 

L-11 THE AMERICAN WAR 

Q.1. FILL IN THE BLANKS. 

1. The immigrants came to call the America as New world. 

2. Catholics  and  Quackers occupied the four middle colonies. 

3. The American colonists had virtually no say in the matters of  Economic 

4. The British government followed the policy of Mercantilism. 

5. After the Bostan massacre, the Townshend laws are repealed. 

EXTRA 

6. Navigation Act Passed by the British crown to control trade of the American colonies. 

7. Article of confederation stated that each colony was to act as independent state. 

8. The Britishers believed that colonies existed for the benefit of their mother country. 

9. The first continental congress was  held in Philadelphia in 1774 AD. 

10. The colonies were allowed to use British ships to carry their goods such as tobacco, 

 Sugar and cotton. 

STATE TRUE OR FALSE. 

1.  By the middle of the 18th century, there were fifteen  British colonies in North America.  [False] 

2. The British crown passed Navigation Acts to control the trade of the American colonies. [True] 

3. The Seven years war was fought between Great Britain and Germany.   [False] 

4. The Quatering Act provided way to levy higher taxes on Sugar and Molasses.  [False] 

5. The intolerable Acts were passed as a result of the Boston Tea Party.   [True] 

EXTRA 

6. Colonies adopted the American declaration of Indpendence on 4th July, 1776  [True] 

7. Tea Act imposed a heavy tax on all the Printed materials.    [False] 

8. British governors used to issue British crown’s directives to the assemblies.  [True] 

9. The sugar Act to force the American Colonies to provide food and shelter to English troops.  

[False] 

10. Boston Massacre made American revolutionies furious over the British government. [True] 



11. British controls the whole economy through its officias.     [True] 

Q.3. MATCH THE FOLLOWING. 

1. Educated Puritants   - Protestants 

2. Townshend laws   -Revenue Act 1767 

3. First continental congress  - Philadelphia, 1774 

4. George Washington   -American Army command-in-chief 

5. Thomas Paine    -Common sense 

6. 10 Constitutional amendments  -Bill of Rights 

 

Q.4. DATES AND EVENTS 

1. 1763 - The seven year war ended 

2. 1765 - Stamp Act passed 

3. 1776 - Second Continental congress at Philadelphia 

4. 1767 - Revenue Act imposed 

5. 1773 - Tea Act passed 

 

Q.5. CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER. 

1. Each British colony has  its own _________________ 

 a) church  b) Self-government  c) Assembly 

2. British monarch during the time of American revolution. 

 a) Louis  XIV  b) George  III   c)Thomas Jefferson 

 

3. The American declaration of independence draft was prepared by. 

 a) Benjamin Franklin  b) George Washington  c) Thomas Jefferson 

 

4. The American was of in dependence gave new ideas such as revolt, independence and 

 a) self-determination  b) Democracy   c) Constitution 

 



5. A political cartoon book name ‘Join or Die drawn by 

 a) Benjamin Franklin  b) George Washington   c) Thomas paine. 

 

ANSWER IN BRIEF. 

Q.1. How did the discovery of the America has a great impact on Europe? 

 The discovery of the Americas by Christopher Columbus has a great impact on the history of Europe.   

The people from Spain sailed to South America and built colonies there and the English and  

French settled down the North America.  The immigrants came to call the American as the New World. 

 

Q.2. Why did the people from England Settle in New land? 

 People who travelled all the way to make America their homes, came to North America for a  

 variety of social and religious reasons.  Most of them were landless peasants  who foresaw 

 better opportunities of growing crops and trading.  They came for growing crops and trading. They 

 came here in search of Economic gains.  The other group constituted those who songhut  

religious  freedom. 

 

Q.3. What was the British policy of Mercantilism? 

 The British government followed the policy of mercantilism in its American colonies.  It 

Controlled and handled all the economic matters of American colonies through its special officials.  The 

Colonies were expected to grow crops and manufacture goods to earn revenues for  their mother 

country according to the policy of mercantilism. 

 

Q.4. List the Acts implemented by Granville,  the Prime Minister of England. 

 1. The Proclamation of 1763  to forbid the American colonists from purchasing lands beyond the  

 Appalachain Mountains. 

 2.  The Sugar Act of 1764 to levy higher taxes on sugar and molasses imported into the American 

     Colonies. 

 3.  The quatering Act to force the American colonists to provide food and shelter to English troops. 

 4.  The stamp act of 1765  was the worst of the lot.  It insisted that the American colonies would have 

      to pay a tax to great British for all the printed materials they used. 

 

Q.5. Why was the slogan  ‘No Taxation without Representation raised? 

 The colonists insisted that since Americans were not given opportunity to be represented in the 

 English Parliament, the British government had no right to impose taxes on them.  This was 

 Raised to oppose the Stamp Act. 

 

Q.6. How did the European political thinkers influence the American revolutionies. 

 European political thinkers were of the opinion that  “the right to govern a a nation should be  



based on the consent of the governed”.  This clearly showed that the American colonists  

wanted to throw the British governments representatives out of their land and free American 

 from the Clutch of the British.  

 

ANSWER IN DETAIL. 

1. The  American war of Independence is considered a milestone in the history of modern age why? 

 The American war of Independence is considered a milestone in the history of modern age for 

 The following reasons. 

 1.  The political domination of England in America draw to an end. 

 2.  Colonies all over the world, however, were inspired to fight against the imperialist British 

     Government.  They got an idea of settling up their own system of government. 

 3.  Democracy was established in many countries of the world.  According to this system,   

      the government is of the people,  for the people and by the people. 

 4.  The American colonies attained freedom they became and independent country.  The free states 

      Of America established the Articles of confederation which stated that each colony was to act 

      As an  Independent stated. 

 5.  After signing of the constitution of the United States,  10 amendments known as the Bill of 

     Rights, were added to it.  The rights ensured fundamental rights to all the citizens of USA. 

 6. New thoughts such as independence, revolt and self determination became key words for all  

     colonies of the world.  Many countries of Asia and  Africa followed suit and fought to free  

      themselves from bondage. 

Short Notes 

George Washington 

He was  Virginian plantation owner.  He had taken part in 7 years war against France.  He had been  

elected over meeting which vote Virginia should support colonists against mother country.  He was  

chosen as commander in Chief  of colonial forces by the second continental congress of Philadelphia 

held in 1776.  Thus he led American Armies during the war of Independence.  He had honour of 

becoming first President of the country in 1798. 



 

Map Skills 

 Show the following British colonies on the outline map of North America. 

 

1. Virginia 

2. North Carolina 

3. South Carolina 

4. New Hampshire 

5. Massachusetts 

6. New York 

7. Pennsylvania 

8. Maryland 

9. Delaware 

10. New Jersy 

11. Rhoe island 

12. Connecticut 

13. Georgia. 
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